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More and more students are struggling right now. The student crisis is affecting their mental health, 
living conditions, engagement and academic results

Here are some key statistics highlighting the extent of the Student Crisis in Europe
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MENTAL HEALTH 
DECLINE

MISCOMMUNICATION
Communications are poor. 

Students are feeling betrayed and that 
institutions are failing to meet expectations

WHY IS THERE A GAP?
 (Times Higher Education, October 2022)

INCREASING ACADEMIC PRESSURE
Increasing numbers of students are reporting feeling stressed about  their 

course or reporting difficulties in their education

RISING SOCIAL
ISOLATION

Leaving home, meeting new people 
and make new friends can be hard 

for students

400%
THE EU HAS SEEN A 

INCREASE IN 18-25 YEAR OLDS 
WHO REPORTED FEELING

LONELY
IN 2021 VS 2016

 (European Commission, July 2021)

Across Europe, more students
 than ever before are now living 

below the poverty line

25%
ON AVERAGE

OF EUROPEAN STUDENTS 
EXPERIENCE (VERY) SERIOUS 

FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES

STUDENT HOUSING CRISIS
New build stalls, housing and room shortages are leaving some students homeless 

THE AVERAGE HOUSING PROVISION RATE 
ACROSS EUROPEAN CITIES IS CURRENTLY 

AND WITH INCREASING STUDENT 
NUMBERS IS EXPECTED TO WORSEN

To overcome this student crisis, institutions should adopt 
a holistic approach of student well-being and experience

Find out more 

Leaving education early can have significant consequences for the 
individual, as well as for society, in the long term.

DROP OUT

ON AVERAGE

 OF 18-24 YEAR-OLDS IN THE EU ARE EARLY 
LEAVERS FROM EDUCATION AND TRAINING

ALL OF THESE POINTS LEAD TO STUDENTS 
DROPPING OUT OF THEIR STUDIES

 (European Commission, May 2023) 

AND WITH INCREASING STUDENT NUMBERS IT IS 

EXPECTED TO WORSEN
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(Higher Education Students’ Financial Difficulties, June 2021)

(European University Association, July 2022)

 (Times Higher Education, October 2022)(OECD, May 2021)

 (Savills, October 2022)

https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/supporting-young-people-s-mental-health-through-the-covid-19-crisis-84e143e5/
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/campus/student-communications-only-way-mobile
https://eua.eu/resources/expert-voices/283-student-mental-health-across-europe-towards-a-public-mental-health-approach.html
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/new-report-loneliness-doubles-europe-during-pandemic-2021-07-26_en
https://www.praxis.ee/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Intelligence_Brief_6_2021.pdf
https://www.savills.com/research_articles/255800/334907-0
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Early_leavers_from_education_and_training#:~:text=In%202022%2C%20an%20average%20of%209.6%20%25%20of%20young%20people%20aged,Romania%20(see%20Figure%201).
https://www.readyeducation.com/news/student-crisislp?utm_campaign=Q4.23%20-%20Landing%20page%20-%20UK%20-%20Student%20Crisis&utm_source=Press%20Release&utm_content=Infographic

